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Anglais GED / GSH / GSI

PART I: READING (20 marks)

Copy only the numbers / letters / words asked for onto your answer sheets. Do not copy questions!

Text 1: The big idea: Why we need to make the world a darker place

Every year, deep in certain Swedish mines, the bat population is recorded. Each time | take part in
the count, | turn out the light for a moment inside the darkness of the mountain to experience the
unique sensation of stillness. I've started to try to bring that experience with me out of the mine
and into my everyday life. Whenever | get the chance, | switch off for a little while and sit in the
dark; in an armchair, in the garden, or in the forest. It’s rare that the darkness is as dense and
compact as it is in the underworld of the mine passages, but a dark room or an unlit forest path
grants the same kind of rest. Darkness is a break from the constant flood of impressions, it’s a
visual silence — and a sort of primitive experience — in the otherwise too well-illuminated modern
world.

For bats, darkness isn’t a form of respite: it's essential. Darkness is their security, and their senses
are formed accordingly. For humans, it’s the opposite: we’re a highly diurnal animal, dependent
on sense impressions; light is our safety. Being afraid of the dark is woven deep within our genetic
and cultural inheritance and it isn't strange that today we light up the gardens of our houses,
industrial areas and carparks. Humanity has extended the day past dusk and into the night.

We call this light pollution — the artificial and undesired light from our streetlights and advertising
that spills out into nature. As early as the 1880s English astronomers complained that the gas
lights in London interfered with their night vision and ability to see objects in space. That was just
the start. Less than a third of the world’s population can see the Milky Way, and in Europe there
will soon be an entire generation who have never properly seen it.

For some years now, an increasing number of scientists have taken an interest in the impact of
light on physiology and ecology. We have begun to pay attention to the consequences of the
absence of darkness, notably in the extinction of crepuscular and nocturnal animals, in plants that
fail to be pollinated or bud too early and leaves that drop too late, in migrating animals that
cannot navigate without the starry sky. In addition to global heating, plastic pollution,
deforestation, noise, and other human-made problems, we also urgently need to take
responsibility for the overproduction of light.

Today we can go anywhere we want and do anything, whenever the mood strikes us. It's always
light. It is my hope that a greater understanding of what darkness allows to thrive — from insects to
bats, extending outwards to an entire web of life — will convince us that protecting it should be a
priority.
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