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You know, this is the first time Tom and I have been with real friends
since we were married. I suppose you'll think it’s funny for me to call
you my friends when we've never met before, but Tom has talked
about you so much and how much he thought of you and how crazy
he was to see you and everything - well, it’s just as if I'd known you all
my life, like he has.

We've got our little crowd out there, play bridge and dance with them;
but of course we've only been there three months, at least I have, and
people you've known that length of time, well, it isn’t like knowing
people all your life, like you and Tom. How often I've heard Tom say
he’d give any amount of money to be with Arthur and Helen, and how
bored he was out there with just poor little me and his new friends !

Arthur and Helen, Arthur and Helen - he talks about you so much
that it’s a wonder I'm not jealous; especially of you, Helen. You must
have been his real pal when you were kids.

Nearly all of his kid books, they have your name in front - to Thomas
Cannon from Helen Bird Strong. This is a wonderful treat for him to
see you ! And a treat for me, too. Just think, I've at last met the
wonderful Helen and Arthur ! You must forgive me calling you by your
first names; that’s how I always think of you and I simply can’t say Mr
and Mrs Gratz.

No, thank you, Arthur; no more. Two is my limit and I've already
exceeded it, with two cocktails before dinner and now this. But it’s a
special occasion, meeting Tom’s best friends. 1 bet Tom wishes he
could celebrate too, don’t you, dear ? Of course he could if he wanted
to, but when he once makes up his mind to a thing, there’s nothing in
the world can shake him. He’s got the strongest will power of any
person | ever saw.

I do think it’s wonderful, him staying on the wagon this long, a man
that used to - well, you know as well as 1 do; probably a whole lot
better, because you were with him so much in the old days, and all I
know is just what he’s told me. He told me about once in Pittsburgh -
All right, Tommie; I won’t say another word. But it’s all over now,
thank heavens ! Not a drop since we've been married; three whole
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months | And he says it’s forever, don’t you dear? Though I don’t mind
a person drinking if they do it in moderation. But you know Tom! He
goes the limit in everything he does. Like he used to in athletics -

All right, dear; I won’t make you blush. I know how you hate the
limelight. It’s terrible, though, not to be able to boast about your own
husband; everything he does or ever has done seems so wonderful.
But is that only because we've been married such a short time? Do
you feel the same way about Arthur, Helen? You do? And you married
him four years ago, isn’t that right? And you eloped, didn’t you? You
see I know all about you. ...

from: Ring LARDNER, Who Dealt?

Answer the following questions (in your own words as far as possible)
on this beginning of a short story:

1.-How many characters are there? What are their relationships? Who is
explaining things to the reader? (10 marks)

2.- What facts do we learn about the protagonist-narrator? (10 marks)

3.- How does the style of this passage help us draw conclusions as to the
protagonist-narrator’s personality and character? (10 marks)

4.- Why can we conclude to problems and tensions in Tom’s past? (10 marks)

5.- “You see, I know all about you.” Does the protagonist-narrator dominate
the situation she is in as much as she thinks? (10 marks)

6.- What is your opinion of the husband, Tom, who doesn't interfere at all? (10
marks)




